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Problem

m Continuous growing risk to human health and the
environment of obsolete pesticides exposure
contributes to aggravation of poverty

= Limited knowledge of Armenian rural population
about potentially hazardous sites in their
nelghborhood

|_ack of access to Information
—aw environmental NGOs deal with POPs 1ssue

_ow experience with chemical safety advocacy
campaigns




ODbjectives

m  Strengthening the International NGO

cooperation In order to strengthen the
nosition of civic society In environmental
nolicy-making processes on international
evel.

Development of a national strategy for
cooperation of NGOs working on
chemical safety Issues.




ODbjectives

®  Transmission of skills and experiences with
environmental policy processes and pubic
participation in them from EU member state to
non-member state

Raising the level of awareness of local NGOs,
civic society organisations and local authorities
about national and international policies on
chemical safety




ODbjectives

Estimation of environmental impact of

sel ected hazardous waste hotspots (major

deposit sites of obsolete and banned

pesticides in Ararat province) and raising

public awareness about this impact
Raising public participation in critical

environmental decision making processes




Obsol ete Pesticides Buria Site

m Constructed 1n 1982

m Contains more than 500 tones of pesticides
with more than 50% of persistent
organochlorines

m L ocated in active landslide area

m |_ocated on the top of the hill, 800 meters away.
from two villages and holiday: village

m Currently belengsto Y erevan district




Results

m Out of 150 samples of the soil, water,
vegetations 35,3% contained DDT, DDE,
HCCH in levels from 3 to 1000 times
exceeding “permitted”’ levels

2005, AWHHE




Achievements

m he Government of Armenia made the
decision on ensuring of pesticides burial

safety April, 2004




Results

'he fencelisinstalled
'he drainage Is restored

m Drying out the local wetland on the top of
the burial site




Current situation. March, 2010

m [ he site Is destructed by unknown persons

m | he measures undertaken by Government
following the resol ution were temporary.
and Ineffective

m [ he need of seund solutien dealing with
contaminated sites s the problem ef a great
concern and reguires urgent selution




Visiting of obsolete pesticides
stockpiles




Burial threatens the neighboring
settlements




Current situation




Landdlides in burial area
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Broken storm drains




Bogging of buria site's head




Meeting with the representatives of
Emergency Agency




In the result of the Decree adopted
by the Government

The area of the v, R
burial site has beeqss; &g T




The drains have been built




Drying out the local wetland on
top of the burial site




The storm drains were renewed
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M eetings with the representatives of
“Tredi” company, France
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Visit of the pesticides burial site with

representatives of Emergency Agency
May, 2007




The drains are out of order
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Bogging Is going on




Fresh traces of the landdslide




Conclusions of the last visit

m The landslide has been dislocated in different
sections about 11,5m

m The cracks i the right and the left lateral sides
of the burial site have been broadened out 0.,2-
0,5m
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Traces of tractor




AWHHE expert monitors the burial
site.March, 2010
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The problem requires urgent
solution
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Thank you for attention!




